
October 2008 Edition  

In the Fort Bragg area, Cum-

berland, Harnett, Hoke, Moore 

and Lee County Schools have 

signed the Memorandum of 

Agreement (MOA).  The MOA 

is an agreement between school 

districts to ease the transition of 

Military connected Students. 

 

In 2008, Governor Easely 

signed Senate Bill 1541, enact-

ing the Interstate Compact on 

Educational Opportunities for 

Military Children (Compact).  

This Bill addresses similar is-

sues as the MOA, but mandates 

all North Carolina Schools to 

comply with the Compact as an 

enacted law. 

 

Here are some of the key differ-

ences: 

 

MOA: Facilitate the mutual 

development of reciprocal prac-

tices, conduits for information 

between systems about require-

ments, and accelerate the ex-

change of emerging opportuni-

ties.  

 

IC: To remove barriers to edu-

cational success imposed on 

children of military families 

because of frequent moves and 

deployment of their parents. 

* * * * *  

MOA: An informal agreement 

between school districts and 

installations. No repercussions 

if school does not follow the 

MOA. 

 

IC: The Compact has the 

power to enforce compliance.  

A member state that defaults on 

compliance can be suspended 

or terminated from the com-

pact. 

* * * * *  

MOA: Only school districts 

that have signed have promised 

to assist transitions of Military-

connected students.  School 

districts are not obligated to 

assist. 

 

IC: All school districts within 

member states are obligated to 

assist transitions, placement, 

attendance, eligibility and fa-

cilitate on time graduation of 

Military-connected students. 

* * * * *  

MOA: Does not address ex-

cused absences in conjunction 

with deployments and rede-

ployments. 

 

IC: Allows for the granting of 

additional excuses absences in 

conjunction with deployments 

and redeployments. 

* * * * *  

MOA:  Applicable only for 

children of active duty, severely 

injured members or veterans of 

the Uniformed services, chil-

dren of service members who 

die on active duty or as a result 

of injuries sustained on active 

duty for a period of one year 

after death. 

The National Child Traumatic Stress Network(www.nctsn.org) in 
partnership with the National Military Family Association, Zero-to-
Three, TAPS, and other organizations, is developing a series of 
three documents on traumatic grief in military children. These will be 
posted on both Military OneSource (www.militaryonesource.com) 
and Military HOMEFRONT (www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil) 
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Scholarships Available for Family Members of Fallen or Disabled 
Servicemembers  
 
The Folds of Honor Foundation provides educational scholarships for 
spouses and children of Service members who are either killed or 
disabled while serving their country. The Folds of Honor Foundation 
provided generous scholarship funding for 180 spouses of military 
service members disabled or killed in the line of duty during the Global 
War on Terror. To learn more about how to apply for the scholarships, 
visit the Foundation's website at www.foldsofhonor.org. 
 
Retired AAFES Employee Organization Awards Scholarships to 
High School Graduates  
 
The AAFES Retired Employee Association (AREA) recently awarded 
$46,500 in scholarships to 22 high school graduates. The program was 
developed in 1985 citing industry support and individual donations as key 
factors to its success. To learn more about the program, see 
www.aafes.com/AREA. 
 
Battlemind Website Features Children's Videos  
 
Army Battlemind has added children's resources to its homepage. "Mr. 
Poe and Friends: Discuss Family Reunion after Deployment" and 
"Military Youth Coping with Separation: When Family Members Deploy" 
have been added to the "video resources" section of the website. To view 
the videos, go to https://www.battlemind.army.mil/. 
 
Further Clarification of New G.I. Bill  
 
Details of the new G.I. Bill have caused confusion among the military and 
Congress. According to the bill's current provisions, children will not have 
the option of sharing the benefits until August 1, 2009. For more 
information, visit http://www.gibill.va.gov. 
 
"Dot -Mil -Docs" Discussion on Screening Youths for Deployment 
Stress  
 
"Dot-Mil-Docs" featured an episode in which Major (Dr.) Keith M. 
Lemmon, from the Department of Pediatrics at Madigan Army Medical 
Center, discussed the importance of screening military youth for 
deployment stress and the resources available to help children grow up 
healthy in a military home. To listen to the broadcast, visit http://
www.blogtalkradio.com/Dot-Mil-Docs and click on "Episode #14: Kids 
and the Stress of Military Deployment" featured on 7/31/2008 at 3:00pm. 



  
Dog Tags for Military Children  
 
Dog Tags for Kids is a grassroots project which enables Servicemembers 
to send engraved dog tags to their children. The dog tags are provided 
free, and are sent directly to the Servicemembers, who personally send 
them to their children at home. The dog tags are engraved with "With 
Love from Dad/Mom" and include the branch of service, deployment 
location, and the year. To donate to the project or to request dog tags for 
your children, please go to http://www.dogtagsforkids.com/. 
 
Virtual College Fair, November 12

th
 and 13

th
 

 
CollegeWeekLive (www.collegeweeklive.com) is virtual college fair being 
held on November 12

th
 and 13

th
.  This online event will bring all the 

features and benefits of a physical college fair to you live on the internet. 
This fair will feature over 200 colleges from across the country and 
around the world.  You will be able to communicate and ask questions 
LIVE with school admissions officials and current students via real-time 
online chat, so this is a great way to visit with schools without travelling! 
 
There will also be video presentations from admissions experts speaking 
on topics and answering your questions live! Lastly, there will be 
scholarship giveaways, such as the $3,500 essay contest. 
 
This college fair is free  to all attendees.  If you are just starting the 
college search process, or have narrowed down your list and are looking 
to speak to specific schools, we recommend you take advantage of this 
free resource as this is an opportunity to attend a college fair from the 
comfort of your home computer.  If you have any questions on this, 
please contact rbielecki@collegeweeklive.com. 

Free YMCA Memberships to National Guard and Reserve  

DoD signed a new contract with the National YMCA that will provide free 
family YMCA memberships to families of National Guard or reserve 
members at the more than 2,000 participating centers in local 
communities.  

Beginning in October, free family memberships will be available for 18 
months -- while the servicemember-spouse is deployed -- and for three 
months before and after the deployment. YMCAs offer fitness centers 
with free child-watch while the parent works out, as well as family and 
youth programs, swim lessons, personal development classes and more.  

Detailed information is available at http://www.militaryonesource.com/. 

http://www.collegeweeklive.com


  

Family Flix in the Grove  
October 18  
8:30 p.m., Throckmorton 
Library Grove. Bring a 
blanket and/or a lawn 
chair to watch, Casper, 
under the stars. Free pop-
corn provided. For more 
information, call 396-
1024. 
 
Science and Study 
Skills Tutorial begins Oct 
14  
Tuesday and Thursday. 5 
- 9 p.m., Tolson Youth 
Activities Center. Tutorial 

taught by a certified school 
teacher. Open to CYS card-
holders in 3rd ï 12th 
grades. Cost is $100 for 
four, one hour sessions. For 
more information, call 396-
KIDS.  
 
Halloween Carnival  
October 31  
6 - 8 p.m. Tolson Youth Ac-
tivities Center. Free and 
open to the public. Enjoy 
activities such as a costume 
contest.  Haunted house, 
$2. For more information, 
call 396-KIDS.  

FREE DEPLOYMENT MATERIALS!  
 
Army Community Services Mobilization and 
Deployment has new shipments of Club 
USA Deployment Materials. 
They come in packets of 40. 
 
Please call 910-643-7472 and ask to speak 
to Lindsay or Portia to request materials.  
Pick up will have to be done at the Soldier 
Support Center on Fort Bragg. 
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